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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the Fall 2020 issue of the Midwestern Journal of Theology, 
and again I am especially grateful to all those who have contributed to 
make this happen, especially in the light of the current hardships. Special 
mention goes to Dr. Jason Duesing, Provost and Academic Editor, for all 
his invaluable assistance; to Dr. Blake Hearson for all the time and energy 
he invests in each issue; and to Mrs. Lynae Duarte, for all that she so 
kindly and efficiently does in the background. 

We are very pleased to open this issue, with a scholarly, devotional 
reminder from Ray Van Neste of Union University, to Read, Pray and 
Sing the Psalms, especially as an entryway to the rest of the Scriptures. 
We then present a very timely Biblical description and analysis of the 
nature of true ethnic harmony by Andrew Naselli, of Bethlehem College 
and Seminary. Our final two pieces come from two accomplished scholar
practitioners at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, with the 
penultimate contribution contributed by Geoff Chang. Dr. Chang, as 
both a professor and especially as the Curator of the Spurgeon Library, 
challenges us to reconsider how Spurgeon's experience through the 
Downgrade Controversy can speak to the church today. Our final piece  
from Blake Hearson helps us to see how the authorship and date of 
Deuteronomy impact the meaning of that book. 

Reflecting the increased popularity of the MJT, we again dose this 
issue with a very good number of relevant and thought-provoking book 
reviews, helpfully secured and edited by our book review editor, Dr. Blake 
Hearson. 



Books in Brief
New and upcoming releases from the Midwestern Seminary community

SIMPLY TRINITY:  
THE UNMANIPULATED 
FATHER, SON, AND SPIRIT

by Matthew Barrett 
(Baker Books)

March 16, 2021

What if the Trinity we’ve 

been taught is not the 

Trinity of the Bible? In 

this groundbreaking 

book, Matthew Barrett 

reveals a shocking 

discovery: we have 

manipulated the Trinity, 

recreating the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit 

in our own image. We 

have distorted the Trinity 

to justify our countless 

social agendas. The 

result: we have drifted 

away from the orthodox 

Trinity of the Bible.

HISTORICAL 
THEOLOGY FOR THE 
CHURCH 

Edited by Jason Duesing (B&H 
Academic)

February 15, 2021

In Historical Theology 

for the Church, editors 

Jason Duesing and 

Nathan Finn survey key 

doctrinal developments 

from four periods of 

church history: the 

Patristic (A.D. 100–500), 

Medieval (A.D. 500–

1500), Reformation (A.D. 

1500–1700), and Modern 

(A.D. 1700–2000) eras.

GOSPEL-DRIVEN 
MINISTRY: AN 
INTRODUCTION TO THE 
CALLING AND WORK OF 
A PASTOR

by Jared C. Wilson 
(Zondervan)

March 2, 2021  

In Gospel-Driven Minis-

try, Jared Wilson begins 

by looking at the qualifi-

cations for the pastorate, 

addressing the notion 

of a call to ministry and 

how an individual—and a 

church community—can 

best identify the marks of 

maturity and affirm a call.

HANDBOOK ON 
HEBREWS THROUGH 
REVELATION

by Andreas J. Köstenberger 
(Baker Academic)

Available Now

An easy-to-navigate 

resource for studying 

and understanding 

Hebrews through 

Revelation. Written 

with classroom 

utility and pastoral 

application in mind, 

this accessibly written 

volume summarizes the 

content of each major 

section of the biblical 

text to help students, 

pastors, and laypeople 

quickly grasp the sense 

of particular passages.



RAY VAN NESTE  
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PhD Graduates 

Seth Pankratz PhD (Preaching), 
Wandering Off Into Myths: The Phenomenological, Hermeneutical, and 
Homiletical Necessity of Governing Narratives with Propositional Exposition. 
Dr. Ben Awbrey and Dr. Rick Holland. 

Cody Podor PhD (Theology), 
A Biblical-Theological Proposal for the Christian's Participation in the Civil 
Litigation. 
Dr. Thor Madsen and Dr. Matthew Arbo. 

Matthew Price PhD (Missiology), 
Where Helping Starts: A Study of Poverty Alleviation and the Four-Self 
Church. 
Dr. Robin Hadaway and Dr. Cory Gonyo. 

Camden Pulliam PhD (Theology), 
Paternal Pastors: An Evangelical Approach. 
Dr. Owen Strachan and Dr. Todd Chipman. 

Daniel Slavich PhD (Theology), 
That the World May Know: A Trinitarian Multiethnic Ecclesiology.
Dr. Matthew Barrett and Dr. John Mark Yeats. 

Tyler Smiley PhD (Historical Theology), 
"All Hail, Thou Comforter Divine": The Ontological and Functional 
Pneumatologies of Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892). 
Dr. Jason Duesing and Dr. Matthew Barrett. 

Mark Stone PhD (Ethics), 
International Research Collaboration and National Security: A Christian 
Perspective. 
Dr. Thor Madsen and Dr. Randolph Kluver. 

Joseph Thrower PhD (Ministry), 
In Search of an Exegetical Method in the Sermons of Jan Hus. 
Dr. Michael McMullen and Dr. Ryan Redwine. 
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